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ABSTRACT 



An apparatus, method, and program for detennining a price 
of an option to purchase an airline ticket and for facilitating 
the sale and exercise of those options. By purchasing an 
option, a customer can lock in a specified airfare without 
tying up his money and without risking the loss of the ticket 
price if his travel plans change. Pricing of the options may 
be based on departure location criteria, destination location 
criteria, and travel criteria. 

28 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets 
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METHOD, APPARATUS, AND PROGRAM $400. B will not want to exercise his option — he will buy the 

FOR PRICING, SELLING, AND EXERCISING gold on the open market. No matter what B does, however. 

OPTIONS TO PURCHASE AIRLINE A retains the $50 purchase price of the option. 

TICKETS Options are oft en used in areas where the price of the 

5 underlying commodity (such as the stock or the gold) is 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION volatile. The option purchaser benefits by obtaining a guar- 

rru . • .• , , „ # . - . . ~ _ . . . antee that he will be able to buy the commodity at a price 

The present invention relates to the field of pneing and „ . . . , t , • ^ 

■i • * i* .* l, . that he can afford. The option seller benefits by receiving the 

selling airline tickets. . . , t . *\ ' 

& purchase pnee of the option. 

Airfares especially in the highly competitive United 10 ^ rqw ^ has ^ ^ ^ t0 

Sra market, are constantly changing, with the availataihty minimi2c rfsk of fiuctuations io airlinc tickct icc / ^ 

of seats at any given fare levd changing from one day to the as ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ purchase airline 

next For exa^le. asealfor$249 for a pamcuiar flight on ^ have Moreover. nHystems have 

a parucular date might be avadable one minute, be gone the ^ ^ fof toemining prices for OQ ^ 

next minute, and temporarily reappear ten minutes later 15 ^ ^ ^ mc ^ and exercisc of mose 

before disappearing forever. options. 

Many travelers would like to book their tickets early to 

lock in a low price, because only a limited number of deeply SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

discounted advanced purchase seats are available on any The present invention advantageously fills the aforcmen- 

given flight Buying a ticket far in advance to lock in a low 20 tioned deficiency in the prior art by providing a method, 

airfare, however, ties up the customer's money until the apparatus, and program for pricing, selling, and exercising 

ticket is used. In fact if the customer buys a non-refundable options to purchase airline tickets. 

ticket, he cannot get mis money back if he cancels his trip. The invention advantageously enables ticket buyers, for a 

If the customer finances his purchase on a credit card, he nommal premium, to lock in a guaranteed price at which 

may incur significant interest charges between the purchase 25 mev ^ purchase ^ without committing 

date and the flight date. In addition, buying a ticket in to purchasing the ticket, without tying up the full 

advance does not even guarantee that the customer will get purchase price of the ticket, and without putting the full 

his ticket at the lowest possible price— a fare war may break purchase price of me uc ket at risk in case the customer's 

out after the customer buys his ticket travel plans change. 

As an alternative to purchasing tickets far in advance of 30 The invention also advantageously provides the seller 

the travel date, some travelers will delay purchase in the with an opportunity to profit by selling options to buy airline 

hope that a fare war will break out. so that they will be able tickets. 

to find a deeply discounted fare that fits their travel plans. fa onc rt of Ac t mvC ntion is 

Waiting and hoping foi -a: fare war. however * a very nslry a method of £ cifl t0 hase 

solution. If a fare war does not matenabze. the customer is » ^ Monnatioii speci- 

forced to choose between paying the full, non-discounted whcre fl customfir wishcs to ^ ^ md where ne 

pnee and foregoing the trip altogether. %<> fly %(> ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ when ^ 

Until now. there has been no suitable way to nuiumize desires to travel A price for an option that gives the 

these drawbacks and enable the customer to lock in a low customer a right to purchase a ticket to fly from the origin 

airfare without tying up his money. to the destination during a desired time is calculated and 

Option contracts ("options"), are known in other fields as output The purchase price of the ticket is one of the terms 

a way of locking in a particular purchase price for a given of the option. 

commodity. Because of this, options can be used by buyers other aspects of the present invention are directed to a 

to minimize the risk of rising prices. 45 computer program and an apparatus corresponding to the 

One of the most widely known types of options is the method previously described and to an embodiment using a 

covered option to purchase stock. The issuer of this type of central controller and a number of agent terminals. 

2*° n 7,? a JTtL° f 'T 5 ,^ " P ^ iCUlar ? t0Ct f ^ e BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

buyer of this type of option has the right to purchase, from 

the issuer of the option, a predetermined number of shares 50 FIG. 1 is an overall system block diagram of a preferred 

of the stock, at a predetermined price, at any time before the embodiroent of the present invention. 

option expires. For example, if A owns 100 shares of XYZ FIG. 2 is a block diagram of the central controller. 

stock. A can sell an option to B that gives B the right to buy FIG. 3 is a block diagram of the agent terminal. 

A's stock for $10 per share at any time before a prcdeter- pi(j. 4 is a flow chart depicting initiation of a transaction 

mined expiration date. If the option is exercised, the seller 55 m the agent terminal. 

receives the pre-agreed purchase price in exchange for the FIG. 5 is a flow chart depicting the operation ofthecentral 

stock. If the option expires unexercised, the seller retains the controller and me final phase of operation of the agent 

stock and can sell another option on the same stock. terminal 

Covered options are not limited to the stock market— they FIG. 6 is a flow chart depicting the operation of the system 

have been used to purchase various other commodiues as 60 when an option is exercised, 
well. For example, if A owns an ounce of gold, A can sell an 

option to B, for $50. which gives B the right to buy A's DEIAILEP DESCWFn0N OF THE 

ounce of gold for $400. If. before the option expires. B PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

decides that he wants to buy A's gold. B exercises his option The present invention is directed to a system for deter- 

and pays A $400 for the gold. If B decides that he does not 65 mining an appropriate price for options to purchase airline 

want to buy A's gold. B does nothing. Because B is not tickets, and facilitating the sale and the exercising of those 

bou nd to buy A's gold, if the market price of gold falls below options. 
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Traditional methods of determining prices for options on 
stocks and traditional commodities are not suitable in the 
airline ticket market, due the unique nature of airline tickets. 
To begin with. (1) the product (i.e.. an airline trip) is only 
supplied by a limited number of airlines; (2) the product is 5 
not completely fungible, because certain customers may 
prefer flying on a particular airline, or through certain 
gateway airports predominantly served by one or two air- 
lines; and (3) the supply of the product is small, because only 
a limited number of seats are available on any given flight, to 

The use of options for airline tickets is further compli- 
cated (when compared to stocks and traditional 
commodities) by the fact that the travel plans of different 
airline passengers have different degrees of flexibility. An 
example of one extreme case would be a business traveler 15 
flying from Washington DC to New York who wants to 
travel on a particular day. at a particular time, and on a 
particular airline in order to attend a scheduled meeting in 
New York. This pasanger's travel plan has virtually do 
flexibility. 20 

An example of the other extreme is a passenger with very 
high flexibility. This could be a passenger from Washington 
DC who wishes to fly to Los Angeles for a vacation 
weekend. This passenger may not care whether he flies out 
of National airport or Dulles airport and may not care which 25 
airline he uses. He may not care at what time be departs on 
Friday, and may even be willing to fly out on Thursday. A 
passenger with a sufficiently flexible schedule may even be 
willing to fly out on a different weekend in the same month. 
This type of passenger is free to choose the flight with the 30 
lowest fare from among a large selection of flights. 

The underlying commodity is well defined for an option 
to buy an airline ticket for the first type of customer — it is 
a ticket on a particular flight Pricing this type of option. 35 
however, is not straightforward because the option price will 
depend on a number of factors that are not present in other 
commodities. For example, the price of an option on a 
particular flight may depend upon the date and time of the 
flight, the day of the week, the weather, special occurrences ^ 
in one of the cities (such as the Olympics) and numerous 
other factors. 

Dete rmining a price of an option for the second type of 
customer is even more complicated because the underlying 
oommodity is not well defined: The item that will ultimately 45 
be delivered to the customer, should he exercise his option, 
could be a ticket on any number of flights. Accordingly, 
pricing the option could depend on each of the aforemen- 
tioned factors fox each of the flights on which the customer 
may fly. The present invention addresses these issues. ^ 

FIG. 1 is an overall system block diagram of a preferred 
embodiment of the present invention. In this embodiment, 
an airline central controller 20 is linked up to at least one 
airline agent terminal 30. Three agent terminals are depicted 
in FIG. 1. but any number of agent terminals can be used. 55 
The link between the agent terminal 30 and the central 
controller 20 docs not have to be a physical link — it can. for 
example, be a link via modem, as described in the subse- 
quent description, or any other link. An option transaction 
can be initiated from any one of the agent terminals 30. The 50 
information required to implement the transaction is passed 
between the agent terminal 30 and the central controller 20. 
until the transaction is complete. The central controller 
keeps track of all transactions, including option transactions, 
in the system. 65 

The system depicted in FIG. 1 may be embodied in 
hardware specifically provided to implement the present 
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invention. Alternatively, the system may be implemented 
using the infrastructure that already links the airlines to the 
travel agents. In particular, many travel agents are already 
linked to computerized reservation systems sponsored by 
various airlines, such as American Airlines (SABRE). 
United Airlines (APOLLO), and Trans World Airlines 
(PARS). The hardware and communication links of these 
systems may be used as an infrastructure for the present 
invention. Changes to the existing central controllers to 
incorporate the subject invention may be accomplished in 
various ways, such as by reprogramming an existing file 
server or by adding an additional file server (with or without 
a CPU dedicated to option transactions). Alternatively, the 
subject invention may be implemented using existing hard- 
ware entirely, making appropriate software updates. 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a preferred central controller 
20. The central controller includes a CPU 21 which performs 
the processing functions of the controller. It also includes a 
read only memory 22 (ROM) and a random access memory 
23 (RAM). The ROM 22 is used to store at least some of the 
program instructions that are to be executed by the CPU 21. 
such as portions of the operating system or BIOS, and the 
RAM 23 is used for temporary storage of data. A dock 
circuit 24 provides a clock signal which is required by the 
CPU. The use of a CPU in conjunction with ROM. RAM. 
and a clock circuit Is well known to those skilled in the art 
of CPU based electronic circuit design. 

The central controller 20 also includes a communication 
port 25 which enables the CPU 21 to communicate with 
devices external to the central controller 20. In particular, the 
communication port 25 facilitates communication between 
the modem 26 and the CPU 21. so that information arriving 
from the modem 26 can be processed by the CPU 21. and the 
CPU 21 can send information to remote locations via the 
modem 26. 

While the illustrated embodiment uses a modem 26 to 
communicate with devices outside the central controller 20. 
it should be understood that other methods of communicat- 
ing with external devices may be used instead of a modem. 
These other methods include hard-wired connections, radio 
communications, optical communications, and the like. 

The CPU 21 can also store information to. and read 
information from, the data storage device 27. This data 
storage device 27 includes an option database 27a and a 
customer database 276, which are described below. In 
addition, it includes transaction processor instructions 27c 
which can be read by and executed by the CPU 21. thereby 
enabling the CPU 21 to process transactions. While FIG. 2 
depicts separate option and customer databases, a single 
database that incorporates both of those functions can also 
be used. 

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a preferred agent terminal 30. 
which can be located at a travel agency, an airline ticket desk 
or office (located at or distal from an airport), a travel 
membership service provider, a private home, or a credit 
card company, by way of example. As discussed above, 
there can be any number of agent terminals 30 linked up to 
one central controller 20. Like the central controller 20 
described above, the agent terminal 30 includes a CPU 31. 
ROM 32, RAM 33. and a clock circuit 34. The agent 
terminal 30 also includes a communication port 35 which 
interfaces with a modem 36 that facilitates communication 
between the agent terminal 30 and the central controller 20. 
Of course, instead of the modem 36 depicted in the figure, 
other ways of communicating can be used, as described 
above for the central controller 20. A standard computer. 
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such as an IBM PC or an Apple Macintosh, running appro- 
priate custom-designed software, may be used as the agent 
terminal. Existing airtine ticketing terminals may also be 
used, including terminals from the SABRE. APOLLO, and 
PARS systems described above. Alternatively, a dedicated. 5 
stand-alone agent terminal may be used. 

The agent terminal 30 also includes an input device 4# to 
receive input from an operator. Any of a wide variety of 
input devices would be suitable for this purpose, including, 
for example, keyboards, mice, touch screens, and the like. 
The input device 40 may interface directly with the CPU 31. 
as shown in the figure. Alternatively, an appropriate inter- 
face circuit may be placed between the CPU 31 and the input 
device 40. 

The agent terminal 30 also includes a video monitor 39 for 
conveying information to the operator. While the most 15 
preferred video monitor 39 is a CRT. other video display 
devices, including LCD. LED. and thin film transistor 
panels, may be used as well. Individual indicators may also 
be used to convey information to the operator, including, 
incandescent and neon lamps. LEDs. and the like. A video 20 
driver 38 interfaces the CPU 31 to the video monitor 39 (or 
to any other type of video display device). 

The agent terminal 30 also includes a data storage device 
37. in which transaction processor instructions 37a are 
stared. These instructions can be read by and executed by the ^ 
CPU 31. thereby enabling the CPU 31 to process transac- 
tions. 

FIG. 4 is a flow chart depicting the initiation of a 
transaction using an agent terminal 30. The steps of the 
process shown in FIG. 4 may be implemented in a computer ^ 
program that may be installed at the agent terminal from, for 
example, a computer readable medium (such as floppy disks 
or CD-ROMS) which is then stored in a memory, in this case 
the data storage device 37 (shown in FIG. 3). Alternatively, 
although not so described below, the computer program may 
be installed at the central controller 20 from a computer 33 
readable medium and then stored therein in one or more of 
ROM memory 22. RAM memory 23 and data storage device 
27. for access and use by agent terminals as required. 

The process starts when a customer contacts an airline 
agent in step SI. The customer selects the flight information 40 
in step S2. 

This flight information comprises three components: 
departure criteria, destination criteria, and travel criteria. 
The departure criteria defines the set of airports from which 
the customer is willing to depart. This set may consist of a 45 
single airport, or it may consist of a plurality of airports. For 
example, for a customer flying out of Washington DC who 
insists on flying out of National airport, the set would 
include only National airport For a second customer who is 
more flexible, the set. would include both National and ^ 
Dulles airports. Similarly, the destination criteria determines 
the set of airports to which the customer is willing to travel. 
Finally, the travel criteria determines the times when the 
customer is willing to travel. The travel criteria may com- 
prise a single time for each leg of the trip, or it may comprise 
a range of times for each leg of die trip. Optionally, 
additional information such as the class of the ticket (e.g. 
first class or coach) and seating preferences (e.g. window or 
aisle and front or rear of the plane) may also be considered. 

The flight information is entered, by either the customer 
or by an agent, into the agent terminal 30 in step S3. 60 
Customer data such as the customer's name, address, and 
telephone number, may also be entered into the agent 
terminal 30 in step S3. The flight information and the 
customer data are then transmitted to the central controller 
20 in step S4. 65 

Returning to FIG. 3, each of the steps S1-S4 described 
above are executed by the CPU 31 which is executing 
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transaction processor instructions 37<j stored in the data 
storage device 37. The communication with the central 
controller 20 takes place via the communication port 35 and 
the modem 36. 

The flight information (and optional customer data) from 
the agent terminal 30 is received by the central controller 20. 
FIG. 5 is a flowchart of the operation of the central controller 
20 after receipt of flight information from the agent terminal 
30. The steps of the process shown in FIG. 5 may be 
implemented in a computer program that may be installed at 
the central controller 20 from a computer readable medium 
and then stored therein in one or more of the ROM 22. the 
RAM 23. and the data storage device 27 (shown in FIG. 2) 
The central controller 20 calculates the price of an option in 
step SIO based on the flight information received from the 
agent terminal together with information from the option 
database 27a. 

When the flight information includes multiple flights, the 
price of the option may be simply the lowest price selected 
from a set of individual options on each of the flights which 
the customer may ultimately fly on. Alternatively, that price 
can be discounted below that level by a predetermined 
percentage depending on the number of flights included in 
the flight information (as implemented by the factor R in the 
example below). A more sophisticated model could deter- 
mine the probability of an empty seat on any one of a given 
number of flights, and compute the price of the option 
accordingly. 

The calculation of the option price may be determined by 
multiplying a base option price B by those factors that will 
affect the value of the option. The base option price may be 
a fraction of the ticket price for which the option is being 
purchased, for example 10%. Generally, the fraction will 
decrease as the ticket price for which the option is being 
purchased approaches the full fare price. Hie variables used 
to calculate the option price from the base option price may 
be continuously or discretely variable. One set of suitable 
discretely varied variables is described in the following 
table, which assumes the base price is 10% of the full ticket 
price. 



D A factor related to the number 0-10 days 0.8 

of days remaining before the 11-20 days 0.9 

trip. Id this example, D 21-00 days 1.0 

increases as the number of day* 31-50 days 1.2 

increases. 51-100 days 1.75 

MOO days 2.2 

L A factor related to the expected high load 13 

load on the subject flight. Id medium load 1.0 

this example, L increases as me low toad 0.8 
expected load increases. 

C A factor related to the VIP 0.6 

desirability of the customer. A good 0.85 

discount for frequent customers avenge IX) 

could be implemented by reducing low 1.2 
C. 

R A factor related to the 48 hours 0.6 

rigidity/flexibility of (be 24 hours 0.8 

travel plans. Id this example, 12 hours 0.9 

R increases as rigidity 4 hours 1.0 

increases (and as flexibility 2 hours 1.2 

decreases^ 1 hour IS 

V A factor related to the historic 3 SJ>. 13 

volatility of ticket prices. Ia 2 SD. 1.2 

this example, V increases as 1 SX>. 0.9 
price volatility (measured in 
standard deviations, or SLD.) 
increases. 



Using these variables, a suitable algorithm for calculating 
an appropriate option price is as follows: 

Option Price=BxDxLxCxJlxV 
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While this equation uses a simple product of all of the 
aforementioned parameters, more sophisticated formulas 
may be used to arrive at a suitable option price. 

Once the option price information has been calculated, it 
is transmitted to the customer in step S 11. This option price 
information may be a single price for an option to buy. for 
a particular price, a ticket that matches the customer's flight 
information. It may also be a set of prices for each of a 
plurality of options that cover the selected flight information 
at a plurality of different ticket prices. For example, the 
option price information may include an option to buy a 
$500 ticket from New York to Chicago at an option price of 
$10. and also include an option to buy a $400 ticket between 
the same cities at an option price of $50. In such a case, 
using the algorithm referenced above, the base option price 
for the $500 ticket will be less than the base option price for 
the $400 ticket 

As an example, assume a customer wants to purchase an 
option to buy the $500 ticket. Further assume that the flight 
is 67 days out. a medium load factor is expected, it is a MP 
customer, he has 48 hours of flexibility, and the flight's 
standard deviation of historic price volatility is 2. The base 
option price is. in this example, $500xl0%=$50. and the 
final option price is $37. SO. calculated as follows: 

S5Oxl.75(D)xl.0(L)xO.6(C)xO.6(R>xl.2(V> 

After the price information is transmitted to die customer 
in step Sll. the customer decides whether to purchase the 
option in step S 12. If he decides to purchase the option, the 
system can process the sale by billing the customer's credit 
card, in step S13. Of course, alternate methods of payment 
may be used instead of a credit card, including payment by 
cash, check, debit card, gift certificate, and the like. 
Alternatively, the airline may simply bill the customer for 
the price of the option. 

If the customer decides not to purchase an option during 
step S 12. the customer is given a chance to revise the flight 
information in step S15. By adding more flexibility to his 
travel plans, the customer may be able to find an option that 
is suitably priced. After the flight information is revised, the 
new flight information is processed by the system in the 
same way as the original flight information in order to 
generate a new option price. 

The credit card transaction may be carried out by the 
central controller 20. Alternatively, the credit card transac- 
tion may be carried out by the agent terminal 30. 

Transactions processed through the agent terminal 30 may 
be carried out using the same modem 36 that is used to 
communicate with the central controller 20. Alternatively, an 
additional modem (not shown) may be included in the agent 
terminal 30 to process the credit card transactions. 

After the sale is completed, the option database (27a in 
FIG. 2) is updated in step S14 to reflect the fact that a 
particular option has been sold. The number of options sold 
for a particular flight may be used by the system as a factor 
in determining the price of options to be sold in the future. 
More specifically, when the number of options outstanding 
for a given flight rises, the price for subsequent purchase of 
similar options may be raised to compensate the airlines for 
the additional risk of having to sell a large number of tickets 
for a particular flight. 

The customer database (276 in FIG. 2) may also be 
updated to indicate that a particular customer has purchased 
a given option. This customer database may be used for 
various purposes including billing and marketing. 

FIG. 6 is a block diagram depicting operation of the 
system when a customer exercises an option. The steps of 
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this process may be stored on a computer readable medium 
which in this case would be the data storage devices 27 and 
37 (shown in FIGS. 2 and 3) First, in step S20. the customer 
contacts the airline agent and indicates that he wishes to 

3 exercise a previously purchased option and purchase a 
ticket. After the operator of the agent terminal 30 enters 
information describing the option, the agent terminal 30 
transmits the option exercise information to the central 
controller 20 in step S21. The central controller 20 then 

10 confirms that the option contract does in fact exist, and is 
current as shown in step S22. The customer's credit card is 
then billed for the ticket price specified by the option being 
exercised in step S23. The specifics of charging the customer 
for the ticket are similar to the specifics of charging him for 

15 the original purchase of the option. The option database 27a 
in the central controller 20 (shown in FIG. 2) is subsequently 
updated to show that the option has been exercised, as 
shown in step S24. 

While the above description contemplates the sale of an 

20 option with a fixed expiration date at a particular price, 
alternative pricing configurations may also be used. These 
could include, for example, options that can be extended 
each month for a monthly fee. Part or all of the option price 
may also be credited towards the purchase of the ticket. 

25 After an option is issued by an airline, the airline can 
reserve a seat on a flight covered by the option, and cancel 
the reservation when the option expires. 

Alternatively, the airline can do nothing until the option is 
exercised, and at that point reserve the customer on a flight 

30 that matches the specified location and travel criteria. If this 
reservation results in overbooking of the flight, the airline 
can resort to traditional methods of dealing with 
overbooking, such as compensating customers that miss the 
flight at the airport Alternatively, the airline can add an extra 

35 flight to provide the customer with the desired service. 
The description above contemplates the use of options 
that are issued by the airlines themselves, which are capable 
of issuing the appropriate tickets when the option is exer- 
cised. It should be recognized, however, that the option need 

40 not be issued by the airlines themselves. A third party can 
issue the option, provided that the third party is willing to go 
out into the market and purchase an airline ticket if and when 
the option is exercised. This latter situation corresponds to a 
party that does not own shares of a given stock selling 

45 "naked" options on that stock. 

In an alternative embodiment, the option may be replaced 
by an insurance policy mat insures the policy-holder that be 
would be able to buy a ticket at a given price. The policy 
would mdemnify the policy holder against part or all of the 

50 additional price that be might need to pay to buy the ticket 
Pricing the insurance policy would be similar to pricing the 
options described above, and selling the policy could also be 
similar to selling the options described above. 
While the present invention has been described above in 

55 terms of specific ernbodiments.it is to be undemc)cd mat the 
invention is not limited to the disclosed embodiments. On 
the contrary, the present invention is intended to cover 
various modifications and equivalent structures included 
within the spirit and scope of the appended claims. 

M We claim: 

1. A data processing apparatus for determining a price of 
an option to purchase an airline ticket comprising: 
a central controller including a CPU and a memory 
operatively connected to said CPU; 

65 at least one terminal, adapted for communicating with 
said central controller, for traiismitting to said central 
controller option pricing information including depar- 
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tare location criteria, destination location criteria, and 
travel criteria; 

said memory in said central controller containing a 
program, adapted to be executed by said CPU. for 
calculating a price of an option to purchase within a 5 
future period, for a particular ticket price, an airline 
ticket satisfying the departure location criteria, desti- 
nation location criteria, and travel criteria; 

wherein said central controller receives said criteria from 
said terminal and calculates the option price based upon j 0 
the criteria. 

2. The apparatus according to claim 1. wherein said 
program in said memory is adapted to receive a customer 
request input via said terminal to purchase Che option and 
further adapted to perform a credit card transaction to sell ^ 
the option to the customer. 

3. The apparatus according to claim 2. wherein said 
program in said memory is adapted to receive a customer 
request input via said terminal to exercise an option and 
further adapted to perform a credit card transaction to sell a 
ticket to the customer in accordance with the terms of the 20 
option. 

4. A method of determining a price of an option to 
purchase an airline ticket using a central controller including 
a CPU and a memory operatively connected to said CPU and 
containing a program adapted to be executed by said CPU 25 
for determining the price of an option, and a terminal 
adapted for communicating with said CPU. (he method 
comprising the steps of: 

inputting departure location criteria to the controller via 
the terminal; 

inputting destination location criteria to the controller via 
the terminal; 

inputting travel criteria to the controller via the terminal; 
and 

calculating a price of an option that gives the customer a 
right to purchase within a future period, for a particular 
ticket price, an airline ticket satisfying the departure 
location criteria, the destination location criteria* and 
the travel criteria by having the CPU execute said ^ 
program; and 

outputting the option price to the terminal 

5. A data processing apparatus for determining a price of 
an option to purchase an airline ticket, comprising: 

a CPU; and 45 
a memory operatively connected to said CPU, said 
memory containing a program adapted to be executed 
by said CPU and said CPU and memory cooperatively 
adapted to receive option pricing information, and to 
calculate a price of an option to purchase within a so 
future period, for a particular ticket price, an airline 
ticket satisfying the option pricing information. 

6. The apparatus according to claim 5. wherein said 
program is adapted to receive option pricing information 
comprising departure location criteria, destination location 55 
criteria, and travel criteria. 

7. The apparatus according to claim 5, wherein said 
program in said memory is adapted to receive at least one of 
first information describing a desired class -of-ucket. second 
information concerning the expected load on flights that 60 
satisfy the location criteria and the travel criteria, and third 
information concerning the volatility of ticket prices, and 
wherein said program is further adapted to use at least one 

of said first information, said second information, and said 
third information to calculate the option price. 65 

8. The apparatus according to claim 5. wherein said 
program in said memory is adapted to receive an indication 



30 



35 



that a customer has purchased the option and is further 
adapted to update a database to reflect the sale of the option. 

9. The apparatus according to claim 5. wherein said 
program in said memory is adapted to calculate the option 
price based at least in part on the number of similar options 
already sold, using information stored in an option database. 

10. The apparatus according to claim 5. wherein said 
program in said memory program is adapted to calculate the 
option price based in part upon option pricing information 
that is satisfied by more than one flight on at least one leg of 
customer's crip. 

11. The apparatus according to claim 5. wherein the said 
program in said memory is adapted to calculate the option 
price based at least in part on the formula: 

Option Price =tfxDxLxCxKxV 

where B is a base price for the option. D is a factor related 
to the number of days remaining before Che trip. Lisa factor 
related to the expected load on the subject flight. C is a factor 
related to the desirability of the customer. R is a factor 
related to the rigidity of the travel plans, and V is a factor 
related to the historic volatility of ticket prices. 

12. A method of determining a price of an option to 
purchase an airline ticket using a central controller including 
a CPU and a memory operatively connected to said CPU and 
containing a program, adapted to be executed by said CPU. 
for determining a price of the option, the method comprising 
the steps of: 

inputting departure location criteria; 

inputting destination location criteria; 

inputting travel criteria provided by a user; and 

calculating the price of an option that gives the customer 
a right to purchase within a future period, for a par- 
ticular ticket price, an airline ticket satisfying the 
departure location criteria, the destination location 
criteria, and the travel criteria, by having the CPU 
execute said program; and 

outputting the option price, 

13. A method of determining a price of an option to 
purchase an airline ticket, comprising the steps of: 

receiving option pricing information relative to the future 
purchase of a ticket; 

calculating the price for an option to purchase within a 
future period, for a particular ticket price, a ticket 
satisfying the option pricing information; and 

outputting the option price. 

14. The method according to claim 13, wherein the step 
of receiving option pricing ^formation includes receiving 
departure location criteria, destination location criteria, and 
travel criteria. 

15. The method according to claim 13. further comprising 
the steps of: 

receiving at least one of first information describing a 
desired class -of- ticket second information concerning 
the expected load on flights that satisfy the location 
criteria and the Crave! criteria, and third information 
concerning the volatility of ticket prices, and 

wherein said calculating step further includes utilizing at 
least one of said first information, said second 
information, and said third information to calculate the 
option price. 

16. The method according to claim 13. further comprising 
the steps of receiving an indication that a customer has 
purchased the option and updating a database to reflect the 
sale of the option. 
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17. The method according to claim 13. further comprising 
the step of receiving option sales information from an option 
database indicating a number of similar options that have 
been previously sold, and wherein the calculating step uses 
the option sales information in determining the option price. 5 

18. The method according to claim 13. further comprising 
the steps of receiving a customer request to purchase the 
option, receiving tender of the purchase price from the 
customer, performing a transaction to sell the option to the 
customer, and storing information regarding said option. ]Q 

19. The method according to claim 18. further comprising 
the steps of receiving a customer request to exercise an 
option, performing a transaction to sell a ticket to the 
customer in accordance with the terms of the option, and 
modifying the database to reflect the sale of the ticket 
pursuant to the option. 15 

20. The method according to claim 14. wherein the 
calculation of the option price is based in part upon option 
pricing information that is satisfied by more than one flight 
on at least one leg of a customer's trip. 

21. The method according to claim 13. wherein the 20 
calculating step includes calculating the option price based 

at least in part on the formula: 

Optica Pncc=&x&xLxCxJtxV, 

where B is a base price for the option. D is a factor related 25 
to the number of days remaining before the trip. Lisa factor 
related to the expected load on the subject flight. C is a factor 
related to the desirability of the customer. R is a factor 
related to the rigidity of the travel plans, and V is a factor 
related to the historic volatility of ticket prices. 30 

22. Computer executable process steps operative to con- 
trol a computer, stored on a computer readable medium, for 
determining a price of an option to purchase an airline ticket 
comprising: 

a step to receive departure location criteria; 35 

a step to receive destination location criteria; 

a step to receive travel criteria; 

a step to calculate the price for an option to purchase, 
within a future period, for a particular ticket price, an 
airline ticket satisfying the departure location criteria. 40 
the destination location criteria, and the travel criteria; 
and 
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a step to output the option price. 

23. A method of pricing an option to purchase an airline 
ticket, comprising the steps of: 

inquiring on a ticket price for an airline ticket; 
receiving said ticket price; 

receiving an offer to purchase for a given price an option 
to purchase within a particular period, for a particular 
ticket price, the airline ticket; and 

purchasing said option at said option price. 

24. The method according to claim 23. further including 
the step of using said option to purchase the airline ticket or 
an equivalent of said airline ticket 

25. The method according to claim 23. wherein said step 
of inquiring on a ticket price includes providing travel 
information including departure location criteria, destination 
location criteria and travel criteria. 

26. A data processing apparatus for selling an option to 
purchase an airline ticket, comprising: 

a terminal adapted to cornrnunicate with a central con- 
troller that calculates a price of an option to purchase an 
airline ticket within a future period, for a particular 
ticket price. 

said terminal adapted to transmit to the central controller 
option pricing information comprising departure loca- 
tion criteria, destination location criteria, and travel 
criteria, and further adapted to receive from the central 
controller a price of an option satisfying the departure 
location criteria, destination location criteria, and travel 
criteria. 

27. The apparatus according to claim 26. wherein said 
terminal is adapted to transmit a customer request to pur- 
chase the option and further adapted to perform a credit card 
transaction to sell the option to the customer. 

28. The apparatus according to claim 27. wherein said 
terminal is adapted to transmit a customer request to exer- 
cise an option and further adapted to perform a credit card 
transaction to sell a ticket to the customer in accordance with 
the terms of the option. 

* * * * * 
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